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LEFT: Tiwi Islands (NT).

Acknowledgement to Country
The Indigenous Literacy Foundation acknowledges the traditional owners
and custodians of the lands and waters now recognised as Australia, and
pays its respects to the ancestors and Elders of all Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples, past and present.
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About the Indigenous Literacy Foundation
The Indigenous Literacy Foundation (ILF) is the national charity of the
Australian Book Industry. It aims to reduce the disadvantage experienced
by children in remote Indigenous communities across Australia.
ILF works to provide equal opportunity for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children to ensure they have future choice in education, health
and general wellbeing.
ILF works to:
• consistently build strong, ongoing relationships with local
community organisations
• empower local communities to be their children’s first teachers
• help communities preserve their language and culture by publishing
books in first languages
• foster partnerships, and work with publishers, booksellers, authors and
our ambassadors to nurture young Indigenous writers and illustrators
• collaborate with the Australian Book Industry in providing the best
possible literacy resources at cost-effective prices
• advocate in and engage with the broader Australian community,
including schools and tertiary educational institutions, corporations
and businesses, and individuals through Indigenous Literacy Day

"I am inspired by the way ILF
continues to make progress year
after year, increasing its reach to
Indigenous children at school and
at home in communities that most
Australians have never heard of,
places where language, culture
and country are ‘everything’. It is
an honour and a privilege to be
associated with this committed
group of individuals who strive
every day towards enhancing
opportunities for Indigenous kids
to have the joys that books and
reading bring, especially through
their own stories, adventures,
curiosity and proud history.”
Hon. Quentin Bryce AD CVO Patron

OUR VISION
Our vision is equity of opportunity –
through literacy – for all Indigenous
children living in remote Australia so
that they can develop their full potential
and have future choice

OUR MISSION
Our mission is to open the door to
a world of wealth and opportunity
by instilling a real love of reading

OUR GOALS
Our goals are to:
• gift new, culturally appropriate
literacy resources to remote
communities where there are few
or no books
• undertake community literacy
publishing projects, where possible
in first language, and gift the books
produced to communities
• help babies and toddlers develop
important pre-literacy skills so
they can start school with the best
possible chance of success

RIGHT: Milikapiti School, Tiwi Islands (NT).

4

5

Report from the Chair,
Patricia Genat

Report from the Executive
Director, Karen Williams

Hello from the Board,

Last year, 2017, marked our seventh as a
Foundation. It was an extraordinarily rewarding,
if intensely busy, 12 months.

It has been our delight to serve as your Board
this past year. We meet five times a year and
come from all parts of Australia, representing
communities which include booksellers,
publishers, artists and educators. Our role is to
support and guide the staff and volunteers as they
deliver our aim of ‘Equity of Opportunity’ into as
many communities as possible. This job is made
easy by the calibre of our staff and their energy
and skill in planning and delivering ILF programs
throughout remote Indigenous Australia.

Patricia Genat, representing ILF at the 2018 Bologna
Book Fair.

My personal thanks to each Board member for
their commitment and passion, to each volunteer
for taking the time to be part of our journey,
and to each donor who enables us to build the
capacity of the Indigenous Literacy Foundation
and amplify its impact on young readers and
their families.

We also broadened our publishing program,
coincidentally embracing NAIDOC’s theme
for 2017, Our Languages Matter. By the end
of the year we had completed our three most
ambitious publishing projects to date: our first
enhanced eBook in language; our first board
and picture books for babies and toddlers in
Ngaanyatjarra; and our first books – nine of
them, for toddlers up to young adults – in Kriol.

We hope you join us for another strong year ahead.

Patricia M Genat
Chair
Karen Williams, ILF Executive Director.
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In addition to delivering our Book Supply
Program to more than 250 communities and
organisations across Australia, we travelled
extensively to a number of remote communities
where some of our other programs operate
by way of local community partnerships.
Several ambassadors, Board members and key
stakeholders accompanied our staff to Melville
Island and Nhulunbuy (NT), the Torres Strait
(QLD) and Warburton (WA).

In September, to celebrate Indigenous
Literacy Day, for the first time since 2011
we were proud to simultaneously launch four
publishing projects in four different states.
These events involved children, their Elders
and their teachers from over 15 communities

Australia wide. How amazing it was to see
Elders from Yakanarra singing in language with
their students at the Sydney Opera House.
The class of senior girls from the Tiwi Islands
shared their culture and story at Federation
Square in Melbourne. At the State Library
in Perth, students from three communities
travelled long distances to read from the book
they had written. And students from all over
Queensland joined our Patron Hon. Quentin
Bryce and Founder Suzy Wilson at Brisbane
Writers Festival to tell us what it’s like to live
in two worlds.
At the end of 2017, it was a great honour to be
nominated for the Astrid Lingren Award, one
of the world’s most prestigious awards, for
our services to children’s book publishing.
As a small organisation, we acknowledge
and applaud our incredible donors who in
2017 helped us raise $2 million. We thank our
corporate sponsors, the many partnerships
we work with, our dedicated Board members,
and our passionate ambassadors whose role
is critical although not always visible.
The highlights of last year’s achievements are
outlined in this report. But we also recognise
there is much more to do. Setting strategic
goals, ensuring a healthy turnover of our
hardworking directors, building our capacity,
investing in staff, tackling the business of
being a charity, continuing to raise funds and
being the best we possibly can – that is our

ILF board, partners, ambassadors and staff at the Great Book Swap launch, Bourke Street Public School.

commitment to the communities we work with,
our stakeholders and our donors over the next
12 to 18 months.

Lastly I would like to thank the incredibly
dedicated staff members and volunteers who
work at ILF, each of whom is passionate about
sharing our vision: equity of opportunity.

We would like to thank all the communities,
Elders, children and partnering organisations
that have taken up our programs, and for letting
us know they are having an impact.
Karen Williams
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PRINCIPLES
•
•
•

Value and respect for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures
Engagement with communities
Developing best practice to deliver our programs

PILLARS
•
•

ABOVE: Suzy Wilson and Hon. Quentin Bryce AD CVO. RIGHT: Suzy Wilson in Manyalluluk.

Suzy Wilson
Founder
The owner of Riverbend Books and Teahouse
in Bulimba, Queensland, Suzy Wilson has
received many accolades for her contribution to
education and fostering children’s literacy, but
most importantly for her work in addressing the
literacy gap in remote Indigenous communities.
Suzy has been awarded the 2010 Dromkeen Award,
the 2014 Queensland Local Hero Award and the 2015
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Johnno Award (Queensland Writers Centre). In 2016
Suzy gave a TedX lecture, A Life without Reading.
In 2018 Suzy was awarded the Lloyd O’Neil
Award, which recognises outstanding service to
the Australian Book Industry by an individual from
within its ranks, including publishers, booksellers,
authors and other industry representatives with
exceptional long service to the industry.

“If we were to ask ‘What is
the single most important
moment in a child’s schooling?’
surely the answer would be
‘When a child learns to read.’
We know reading opens
doors to a world of better
choices and opportunities.
In this first world country we
must do better. That is why
our work at the Indigenous
Literacy Foundation is
vitally important.”

•

•

•

LITERACY – We believe reading opens doors, the key to ensuring
equity
CULTURALLY STRONG FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES – our
programs are gifted free, ensuring communities remain the first
teachers of their children, and have choice about how they engage
with ILF and what programs they want
ENSURING DIVERSITY AND STRENGTH OF CULTURES –
publishing books and stories in language, nurturing a new
generation of writers and illustrators
EXPERTISE OF THE AUSTRALIAN BOOK INDUSTRY – authors,
illustrators, publishers, booksellers and other key members of
the book industry provide resources, knowledge and skills
ADVOCACY – creating awareness and understanding within the
broader Australian community

FOCUS
•

•

Our core focus is early literacy. Developing literacy skills early
in life is critical to developing an enjoyment of the world of
storytelling and instilling a lifelong love of books
Our charter is to work with remote and isolated communities
across Australia

Students from Spinifex Writing Camp,
WA, launch their book, ‘I Open the Door’
on Indigenous Literacy Day in Perth.
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Milestones 2004-2017

Communities where the ILF works
Book Buzz

Suzy Wilson launched the Riverbend Readers Challenge in 2004 to raise money to boost literacy
levels. The challenge grew, and partnered with the Fred Hollows Foundation to become the
Indigenous Literacy Project in 2007. In 2011 it was superseded by the Indigenous Literacy Foundation.

2010
3 Book Buzz sites

Book Supply

2017
63,500 books
48,700 books

30,000 books

230+ communities

120 books
3 communities

25,000 books

2018

19,500 books
100+ communities
20,000 books
180+ communities

2004

35,000 books

33,000 books

2010

2011

2012

200 communities

2013

30 Book Buzz sites
Evaluation of Book Buzz program
First eBook in language
First board books in language

250 communities

250 communities

250 communities

2015

2016

2014

250 communities

New staff
New learning resources

2017

LIFETIME: 260,000+ books gifted to 250 communities

Community Literacy Projects
Create
Initiative
program
launched

Pamela Lofts
mentorship
program
launched

TOTAL: 80+ books published
in 15 languages

6 books

24 books

7 books

19 books

4 books

6 books

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

14 books

2017

“These books are so important for the future of the children and for the elders of the
community. To have their language recognised and respected is something that their
culture can look on and be so proud of. We’re proud of the kids, they have worked so hard
on their books and are proud of them!” Helen Unwin, Principal, Yakanarra School (WA)
10

Paakantji
Kriol
Western Arrernte
Central Arrernte
Warlpiri
Luritja
Pitjantjatjara
Yankunytjatjara

Ngaanyatjarra
Yolngu Matha
Tiwi
Kunwinjku
Karrawa
Butchulla
Walmajarri

Book Supply
Book Buzz
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Indigenous Literacy Foundation Governance

Patron, Ambassadors and Staff

LIFETIME AMBASSADORS

The Indigenous Literacy Foundation is governed by a voluntary Board
of Directors who provide strategic, corporate and cultural governance
to ensure ILF is an effective, efficient and sustainable organisation.

Justine
Clarke

Andy
Griffiths

Kate
Grenville

Dr Anita
Heiss

Alison
Lester

David
Malouf

Josh
Pyke

AMBASSADORS

Patricia Genat Chair
Managing Director,
Australian Library Services

Fraser Cargill Secretary
Senior Consultant,
Edu World

Mark Rubbo Director
Managing Director,
Readings Booksellers

Sharon Galleguillos Director
Course Convenor of
Indigenous Education, USYD

Anna Low Director
Owner, Potts Point Bookshop

Patron
Hon. Quentin Bryce AD CVO

Glen Miller Director
Aboriginal cultural
preservation, education, local
government and tourism,
Fraser Coast
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James Kellow Director
CEO, HarperCollins
Publishers

Matt Pinchbeck Director
School Executive,
NSW Department of
Education and Communities

Leitha Assan Director
(appointed 2018)
Cultural maintenance,
language, art and heritage,
Torres Strait Islands

Louise Sherwin Stark
Director (appointed 2018)
Managing Director,
Hachette Australia

NEW AMBASSADORS IN 2018
Natalie Ahmat
Andrew Daddo
Gregg Dreise
Ann James
David Lawrence
Kim Scott
Shelley Ware

Deborah
Cheetham

Richard
Flanagan

Jessica
Mauboy

ORGANISATION
Karen Williams Executive Director
Tina Raye Program Manager
Jane Crowley Marketing Manager
Nicole Whiles Early Literacy Supervisor
Cindy Manfong Program Coordinator
Christie Bosworth Events Coordinator
Peter Fitzgibbon Financial Administrator (part-time)
Brad Gambetta Office Administrator

Jared
Thomas

Ursula
Yovich

CONSULTANTS
Sandra Caves Business Manager
Frances Kreamer Financial Manager (volunteer)
Kathy Mossop Publishing Consultant
Katie Havelberg Early Literacy Consultant (2017)
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Our work Programs
Book Supply
In 2017 our Book Supply Program engaged more than 250 communities
and organisations in some of the most isolated parts of Australia. The
feedback we received reinforces why this program is critically important
in helping close the literacy gap.
2017 was one of the busiest years in our history. We processed hundreds of
requests from women’s centres, crèches, playgroups, youth drop-in centres,
schools and libraries. In addition, we worked to support an increasing
number of NGOs, health care organisations, government agencies and other
bodies that service remote Indigenous communities.
Gifting just over 63,000 books in 2017 (a 35% increase on 2016), the
success of this program relies on the expertise and generous support of the
Australian Book Industry as well as a network of professional educators.
Over 30 publishers contributed to the 2017 selection of books and literacy
resources, 40% of which are written, illustrated and/or published by
Indigenous peoples.

Books are the basic building
blocks for raising reading levels,
providing a foundation and
love of learning
RIGHT: McFarlane Primary School, Katherine (NT).
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Testimonials
“The books have allowed families to come together and for educators to
make a connection with the family and their children. They have encouraged
a sense of feeling safe, while promoting children’s literacy skills and overall
development and well-being.”
Kerrie Leonard, Operations Coordinator Early Childhood, Central Desert
Regional Council, NT
“The amount of Aboriginal context in the books has raised the confidence in
and enjoyment of reading. Thank you very much for the quality and quantity
of reading material that is provided.”
Sandy Robertson, Principal, Ngaanyatjarra Lands School, Warburton, WA
“The books are well received because of their diversity and content. We
have seen a strong increase in our reading development data this year. The
resources have impacted positively on that. The kids and community love
the Indigenous content and picture books in particular. It is a very highly
regarded resource base for us and we look forward to receiving it. The books
are looked after and shared by so many students.”
Shane Ogg, ESL Teacher, Nhulunbuy Primary School, NT
“The children transfer lots of the knowledge and ideas they gain from books
into their play. The books have encouraged children to talk, extended
vocabulary, provided information and ideas to be transferred into other
contexts. The children enjoy borrowing a book to take home to share with
their families.”
Jenny Cooper, Teacher, Gillen Pre-school , Alice Springs, NT
“Your supply has allowed books of interest to adults to go into the homes so
that the children see adults enjoying books. Books are then seen as part of
all aspects of life rather than just the learning to read process. I am watching
money being poured into many programs up here but this is one that has real
merit. A program that deserves the money.”
Teresa Ostberg, Principal, Ngalapita Remote Community School, WA
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Our work Programs
Community Literacy Projects
Publishing books that are created in community
and in home language is at the heart of our
Community Literacy Publishing program. In 2017
we published books in Kriol and Ngaanyatjarra,
and worked with nearly 100 children and adults
from over 15 communities to publish 14 books.
Instrumental to our publishing program last year
was a team of publishers, ambassadors and
authors who helped students write and illustrate
stories in communities as far afield as Binjari
and Milikapiti in the NT and Tjuntjuntjara and
Warburton in WA.

I Open the Door
A collection of
stories, each of
which begins
and ends with
a door opening,
written at the
2016 Spinifex Writing Camp by students from
Laverton, Menzies, Mt Margaret and Tjuntjuntjara
communities in WA. They worked with Ann
James, Gregg Dreise and Judy Watson, and
the book was launched at the State Library of
Western Australia in Perth.

Japarrika
An AFLW-inspired story,
Japarrika (Storm Bird) is
about a young Tiwi girl
who loves footy. Written by
students from Tiwi College
in the NT in the Create
Initiative workshop with
David Lawrence and Shelley Ware. Published
by Penguin Random House.

Binjari Buks
A series of nine books in Kriol written by
women from Binjari community (NT). They
worked with linguist Denise Angelo from
ANU and artist Julie Haysom to produce
three board books, three picture books and
three chapter books. Designed, edited and
published by HarperCollins and sponsored
by 1010 Printing International.

Two Ways Strong
The “Deadly Mob” from
Concordia Lutheran
College in Brisbane are
the 14 young authors
behind Two Ways
Strong. Inspired by
their own experiences
of leaving community
to go to boarding
school, the book tells the story of living in “two
worlds”. Authors Claire Scobie and Kristine Ellis
helped develop the book, which was launched at
the Brisbane Writers Festival.

Warburton Book Buzz series
Two books for babies and toddlers produced in
Ngaanyatjarra language. Written by a group of
mothers in Warburton with community Elders
and Alison Lester.

Community Literacy Projects support the telling of stories and the creation of books.
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Launched on
Indigenous Literacy Day
Audiences in Perth, Brisbane, Sydney and
Melbourne were introduced to a whole new
generation of authors on Indigenous Literacy
Day 2017. The creators of I Open the Door and
Two Ways Strong read and spoke proudly about
their stories, as well as students and Elders from
Yakanarra Remote School and Tiwi College. Their
books are:
Yakanarra Songbook
is a collection of songs
about place, animals and
hunting. 10 songs are in
Walmajarri, written in the
1980s by Walmajarri teachers, and four are in
English, created by the children in Yakanarra (WA)
at a workshop with community Elders, Alison
Lester and Chris Aitken. Launched at Sydney
Opera House.

Shallow in the Deep End was
written and illustrated by
Tiwi College senior girls who
worked with Jared Thomas and
Scholastic Australia as part of
our Create Initiative program.
The book tells of the adventures
of Shallow, the baby water buffalo and Bruno, the
dog. Launched at Federation Square in Melbourne.

Testimonials
“These students have shown great courage in
sharing their stories. The college is proud of their
resilience and openness to new experiences, and
wishes them well on their journey to becoming
‘two ways strong’.”
Jane Smith, Librarian, Concordia Lutheran
College (QLD)
“I would like to thank the ILF for helping us to
make the book in Walmajarri because it’s very
important to us and for our kids to have English
and Walmajarri.”
Jessie Moora, Walmajarri Elder and teacher,
Yakanarra School, WA

ABOVE LEFT: Nhulunbuy with Ann James.
TOP: Binjari Buk mob with Julie Haysom.
BOTTOM: Tiwi Islands with Alison Lester.
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Our work Programs

Important Milestones

Book Buzz

Wanytjatja Spotnga
ILF’s first enhanced eBook
of Eric Hill’s classic picture
book Where’s Spot, was
developed in Ngaanyatjarra
language (and English)for
the Warburton community in Western Australia.
Developed in partnership with Pearson Australia
as part of an international grant, the Pearson
Global Literacy Challenge, the project took over
18 months to develop and involved Penguin
Random House UK, local Elder Beryl Jennings,
Anne Shinkfield and Warburton Playgroup,
ILF ambassador Justine Clarke and a host of
consultants.

The Book Buzz program aims to develop
familiarity and engagement with books for
children under five. Through a daily dedicated
Storytime session, children can develop the
pre-literacy skills they need to feel confident
when they start school.
Book Buzz operates in 15 communities in the
East Kimberley, APY Lands, Ngaanyatjarra
Lands, Spinifex Country, the Tiwi Islands, Central
Australia and Northern Queensland. The strength
of this program lies not only in the resources
which are developed in language, but also in our
partnerships with local playgroups and other
community organisations.

Evaluation of the impact and effectiveness of
Book Buzz in three remote sites
Working over 12 months, a new evaluation review
was developed and executed. Rowan Shinkfield
delivered the results and recommendations to
the ILF Board in March 2018, drawing some very
positive conclusions.

In 2017 ILF committed to consolidating and
expanding the Book Buzz program
by recruiting new staff, undertaking an evaluation
and developing new resources.

Development of a resource pack for new Book
Buzz communities
Developmentally appropriate books are provided,
along with a suggested structure to implement
engaging Storytime sessions that support
parents and carers in enjoying books with their
children in their home language.

Amata Playgroup, APY Lands (SA).

Supporting families and communities to enjoy books with their children
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All images from Amata Playgroup, APY Lands (SA).
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Our work Advocacy
One of the most important aspects of our
work is advocacy, where all members of our
team – from our Founder and Board members
to volunteers - spent a large part of 2017
engaging with diverse audiences, sharing what
we do and why we do it. Highlights include:
AMBASSADOR CONFERENCE
Helen Unwin, former Principal at Yakanarra
Remote School in the Kimberley, spoke at the
annual Ambassador conference, attended by
Anita Heiss, Jared Thomas, Alison Lester, David
Malouf and William Barton.
PARTNERSHIP WITH DISNEYWORLD AUSTRALIA
Disneyworld Australia ran a campaign to
raise awareness about ILF and donated 22,000
new ‘Little Treasures’ titles.
WORKING IN SCHOOLS
With ambassador Justine Clarke we launched our
national school fundraising program at Villawood
East Public School. Across Australia, over 600
schools showed their support, while we also
participated in school-based literary festivals like
Somerset in Queensland and Albert Park Lit Fest
in Melbourne.
SYDNEY WRITERS FESTIVAL
Students from Gawura at St Andrew’s Cathedral
School read No Way Yirrikapyi at Sydney Writers’
Festival Family Day. Simultaneously, the annual
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LEFT: Ambassador Justine Clarke with students from Villawood East Public School. RIGHT: The Epic Good
Foundation and panelists from ‘Kick On For Literacy’ .

‘Kick on for Literacy’ football themed fundraiser
featured in the festival program, sponsored by
the Epic Good Foundation.
PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE ART AUCTION
Hosted by Penguin Random House and opened
by ambassador David Malouf, artwork created by
prominent Australian children’s book illustrators
and donated by the Australian Society of Authors
was auctioned.
NAIDOC WEEK
ILF celebrated the national NAIDOC theme,
Our Languages Matter. We focused on our new

BYRON WRITERS FESTIVAL
It was a privilege to be the festival’s charity of
choice for the fourth year and attend alongside
ambassadors Anita Heiss and Kate Grenville.

publishing projects in Kriol and Ngaanyatjarra
to demonstrate how important language is in
preserving culture. We were invited to speak
about our work at the Press Council of Australia,
ASIC, Legal Aid, the Public Service Commission
and Australia Post.

LEFT ABOVE: Byron Writers Festival. LEFT BELOW: Tiwi Islands visit with ILF staff, Board members, ambassadors
and supporters including Laura Harris from Penguin Random House (bottom row). ABOVE: Indigenous Literacy Day
at the State Library of WA with Gregg Dreise.

AUSTRALIAN BOOKSELLERS
ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE
In June, at the annual ABA Conference
and Trade Exhibition in Melbourne, booksellers
from around Australia received a sneak preview
of Wanytjatja Spotnja, ILF’s first enhanced eBook
in language.

WORKING WITH SPONSORS
Building a corporate community of support has
been central to how we work, reporting on how
significant funds raised by our major supporters
like Penguin Random House Australia, Société
Générale, Disneyworld Australia, AW Edwards
and Hawthorn Football Club are being used.

NCIE EVENT WITH SPONSORS
A small group of sponsors, publishers, Board
members and ambassadors joined ILF staff
the evening before Indigenous Literacy Day to
meet the children and Elders from Yakanarra
Community School for a sneak preview of their
performance from Yakanarra Songbook.
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Our work Great Book Swap

NEWS CORP & HARPERCOLLINS AUSTRALIA
News Corp and HarperCollins lent incredible
support and sponsorship with a campaign that
ran in newspapers across Australia in the leadup to Indigenous Literacy Day 2017.

In every corner of Australia, a record 650 schools, libraries, universities,
workplaces and book clubs held a Great Book Swap to support our
fundraising activities. The idea is to swap a favourite book in exchange for
a gold coin donation and we estimated over 20,000 students participated,
raising $200,000.

INDIGENOUS LITERACY DAY
Students from over 15 remote communities
joined hundreds of city-based students, ILF
supporters, our ambassadors, and our Patron
and Founder to share stories and songs from the
books they had written. Celebrations were held
in partnership with the Sydney Opera House,
Brisbane Writers Festival, the State Library of
WA, Federation Square in Melbourne and the
National Library of Australia in Canberra.

LEFT: Binjari Buk launch in Katherine with
HarperCollins Publishers. ABOVE: Literacy For Life.

SNAICC PARTNERSHIP & CONFERENCE
ILF was proud to announce a new partnership
with SNAICC, the peak body representing
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children’s
rights. We presented at the 7th SNAICC
conference, attracting over 1000 guests
in Canberra.

LITERACY FOR LIFE PARTNERSHIP
70 graduates in the Literacy for Life program
were presented with literacy resources and
books. Literacy for Life was formed in 2013 by
prominent Aboriginal leaders Pat Anderson,
Donna Ah Chee and Jack Beetson. It operates in
Brewarrina, Walgett, Boggabilla and Toomelah,
and has plans to expand in 2018.

STAFF, SPONSORS & VOLUNTEERS
KATHERINE VISIT
A small group of ILF staff, sponsors and
volunteers travelled to Katherine in December to
help launch the Binjari Buk project, nine books
written in Kriol and illustrated by women from
Binjari community. This was a collaboration
between ANU, HarperCollins Australia and
1010 Printing.

AMBASSADOR TRIP TO THE TIWI ISLANDS
ILF’s annual visit to the Tiwi Islands is central
to two-way sharing and learning with the
communities we work with. In 2017, it provided
an opportunity for our ambassadors, donors
and sponsors to learn more about the Tiwi
people and their culture, and saw ambassadors
Gregg Dreise, Alison Lester and Mark McBride
conducting workshops with the children.
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“It was a first-hand look at what the ILF
is all about – uniting children with books –
and there was pure joy in that exchange …
I came home having been given way more
than I gave.”
Laura Harris, Penguin Random House
COMMUNITY FUNDRAISER PROGRAM
Over 160 Community Fundraiser projects ran
throughout the year. Highlights included the
Epic Good Foundation team who ran the
Australian Outback Marathon, the Workwear
Group who partnered with Sally Morgan to design
a new range of boots and donated the profits, the
Menzies family from New South Publishing who
opened their waratah farm for a day and donated
monies raised, and our annual trivia nights with
our publisher partners.

Testimonials
We have loved hearing how a Great Book Swap celebrates reading.
“The students had so much fun bringing in their books, sharing why they
loved the book and seeing who purchased the books they
had donated.”
Sarah Fogarty, Athena School, Newtown, NSW

ABOVE: Great Book Swap, Sydney Opera House. RIGHT: Great Book Swap,
State Library of WA.

Many businesses and publishers are now taking the lead and holding an
annual Great Book Swap in the office.
“After 200 years of successful publishing it’s clear we have a duty to put
everything we can into our community and the next generation of readers.
The ILF does great work, and we’re proud to be able to support the excellent
work they do.”
James Kellow, CEO, HarperCollins Australia
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2017

		 2017

The Indigenous Literacy Foundation was established seven years ago as an
independent, not for profit charity with the support of the Australian Book
Industry. In the past seven years, we have raised nearly $10 million to support
our programs in remote Australian indigenous communities. We have full
DGR status.
2017 Financial Overview
In 2017 ILF increased its income by 14%, raising $2.1m overall. 80% of our
income is spent on the three core programs, Book Buzz, Book Supply and
Community Publishing. The Foundation netted an operating profit of $295K.
We have a strong financial equity position of $1.9m.

2017

Notes
$

$

Book Sales		

39,530

64,293

3

1,869,684

1,330,645

Fundraisers		

81,004

4

41,500

Interest Received		

18,706

21,941

5

39,024

35,685

		

2,089,448

1,828,175

6

379,487

340,209

Fundraising Costs		

203,702

184,251

CONTINUING OPERATIONS
Donations
Grant Revenue
Other Income

Operations
ILF worked within best practice guidelines for charities, ensuring that the
majority of funding was spent on the delivery of our programs (80%).

Balance at 1 January 2016		

1,214,999

1,405,965

Total comprehensive income for the year		

369,557

369,557

Trade Receivables and Other Receivables

9

170,895

104,576

Balance at 31 December 2016		

1,584,556

1,584,556

100,522

Inventory

19

620,309

9,802

Total comprehensive income for the year		

295,123

295,123

275,088

Prepayments		

4,059

122,349

Balance at 31 December 2017		

1,879,679

1,879,678

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS		

2,039,230

1,642,691

14,959

20,085

TOTAL NON CURRENT ASSETS 		

14,959

20,085

TOTAL ASSETS 		

2,054,189

1,662,777

1,211,137

934,158

1,794,326

1,458,618

TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR		

295,123

369,557
369,557
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Fundraisers: 5%
Book Sales: 2%
Grant Revenue: 2 %

Interest: 1%

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017
Notes
		

2017

2016

$

$

Trade Payables and Other Payables

11

123,842

35,718

Cash flows from operating activities:

Employee Entitlements

18

27,671

23,397

Receipts from funders, donors and customers		

2,004,422

1,817,298

151,513

59,115

Payments to suppliers and employees		

(2,184,076)

(1,591,159)

Interest received (net)		

18,706

21,941

Net cash provided (used) by operating activities 12

(160,947)

248,080

Payments for plant & equipment		

(1,050)

(18,357

Net cash used in investing activities		

(1,050)

(18,357)

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 		
NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES

Donations: 88%

1,214,999

NON CURRENT ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES
295,123

$

1,243,968

7

Other 2%

24

$

8

Long service leave entitlements

In 2017, the Foundation exceeded its major fundraising and programming goals.

$
Cash and Cash Equivalents

		
SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) FROM OPERATIONS		

Retained Earnings Total Equity
		 $

CURRENT ASSETS

Plant & Equipment

Project Costs

2016

Notes

		

Administration and Operating Costs

Significant increases in income resulted from growth in the fundraising
activities generated by schools, community fundraisers, businesses and
organisations. Members of the Board, our founder, Suzy Wilson, and
ambassadors such as Dr Anita Heiss, Josh Pyke and Justine Clarke have
been strong contributors to fundraising programs. In addition, ILF receives
generous in- kind sponsorship from publishing, printing, sales, and legal
aid partners and suppliers. Over 100 hours per month of volunteer time
supports our program managers with financial, administrative and marketing
jobs throughout the year.

2016

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017

20

TOTAL NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES 		

22,997

19,106

22,997

19,106

TOTAL LIABILITIES 		

174,510

78,221

NET ASSETS 		

1,879,679

1,584,556

EQUITY
Retained earnings

13

1,879,679

Cash flows from investing activities:

Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents held

(161,997)

229,723

Cash at the beginning of the year 		

1,405,963

1,176,240

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the year 8

1,243,966

1,405,963

1,584,556
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF
THE INDIGENOUS LITERACY FOUNDATION LTD
A.B.N. 45 146 631 843
Qualified Opinion
We have audited the financial report of the Indigenous Literacy Foundation
Ltd, which comprises the statement of financial position as at 31 December
2017, and the statement of comprehensive income, statement of changes
in equity and statement of cash flows for the year then ended, notes to the
financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies,
and the directors’ declaration.
In our opinion, except for the effects of the matter described in the Basis of
Qualified Opinion section of our report, the accompanying financial report of
the Indigenous Literacy Foundation Ltd is in accordance with Division 60 of
the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission Act 2012, including:
a. giving a true and fair view of the company’s financial position as at 31
December 2017 and of its financial performance for the year then ended;
and
b. complying with Australian Accounting Standards – Reduced Disclosure
Requirements, and the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission
Regulation 2013.
Basis of Qualified Opinion
Cash donations are a significant source of fundraising revenue for the Indigenous
Literacy Foundation Ltd. It is impracticable for us to establish the effectiveness
of control over the collection of cash donations prior to entry into its financial
records. Accordingly, as the evidence available to us regarding fundraising
revenue from this source was limited, our audit procedures with respect to cash
donations had to be restricted to the amounts recorded in the financial records.
We therefore are unable to express an opinion on whether the recorded cash
donations of the Indigenous Literacy Foundation Ltd are complete.
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We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards.
Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the
Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report section of
our report. We are independent of the company in accordance with the
ethical requirements of the Accounting Professional and Ethical Standards
Board’s APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants and the
independence requirements of the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits
Commission Act 2012 (the Code) that are relevant to our audit of the financial
report in Australia. We have also fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in
accordance with the Code.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.
Directors’ Responsibility for the Financial Report
The directors are responsible for the preparation of the financial report
that gives a true and fair view in accordance with Australian Accounting
Standards – Reduced Disclosure Requirements and the Australian Charities
and Not-for-Profits Commission Act 2012. The director’s responsibilities also
include such internal control as they determine is necessary to enable the
preparation of a financial report that gives a true and fair view and is free
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
In preparing the financial report, the directors are responsible for assessing
the company’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as
applicable, matters relating to going concern and using the going concern
basis of accounting unless the directors either intend to liquidate the
company or to cease operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so.

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF
THE INDIGENOUS LITERACY FOUNDATION LTD
A.B.N. 45 146 631 843

•

Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the
reasonableness of accounting estimates and related disclosures made by
responsible entities.

Auditor’s Responsibilities

•

Conclude on the appropriateness of the responsible entities’ use of the
going concern basis of accounting and, based on the audit evidence
obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or
conditions that may cast significant doubt on the registered entity’s
ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material
uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s
report to the related disclosures in the financial report or, if such
disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are
based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s
report. However, future events or conditions may cause the registered
entity to cease to continue as a going concern.

•

Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial
report, including the disclosures, and whether the financial report
represents the underlying transactions and events in a manner that
achieves fair presentation. We communicate with the responsible entities
regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the
audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies
in internal control that we identify during our audit.

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial
report as a whole is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or
error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable
assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit
conducted in accordance with the Australian Auditing Standards will always
detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from
fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate,
they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of
users taken on the basis of the financial report.
As part of an audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards, we
exercise professional judgement and maintain professional scepticism
throughout the audit. We also:
•

Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial
report, whether due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures
responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a
material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting
from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.

•

Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order
to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but
not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the
registered entity’s internal control.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF
THE INDIGENOUS LITERACY FOUNDATION LTD
A.B.N. 45 146 631 843
We communicate with the directors regarding, among other matters,
the planned scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings,
including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify
during our audit.
We report on the requirements of the NSW Charitable Fundraising Act
1991 and the NSW Charitable Fundraising Regulations 2015 and the
requirements of the WA Charitable Collections Act (1946) and the WA
Charitable Collections Regulations (1947)
We have audited the financial report as required by Section 24(2) of the
NSW Charitable Fundraising Act 1991 and the WA Charitable Collections
Act (1946). Our procedures included obtaining an understanding of the
internal control structure for fundraising appeal activities and examination,
on a test basis, of evidence supporting compliance with the accounting
and associated record keeping requirements from fundraising appeal
activities pursuant to the NSW Charitable Fundraising Act 1991 and the NSW
Fundraising Regulations 2015 and the WA Charitable Collections Act (1946)
and the WA Charitable Collections Regulations (1947).
Because of the inherent limitations of any assurance engagement, it is
possible that fraud, or error or non-compliance may occur and not be
detected. An audit is not designed to detect all instances of non-compliance
with the requirements described in the above-mentioned Acts and
Regulations as an audit is not performed continuously throughout the period
and the audit procedures performed in respect of compliance with these
requirements are undertaken on a test basis. The audit opinion expressed in
this report has been formed on the above basis.

Opinion:
In our opinion:
1. The financial report of the Indigenous Literacy Foundation Ltd has been
properly drawn up and associated records have been maintained during
the financial year ended 31 December 2017, in all material respects, in
accordance with:
a. Sections 20(1), 22(1-2), 24(1-3) of the NSW Charitable Fundraising Act 1991;
b. Sections 10(6) and 11 of the NSW Charitable Fundraising Regulations 2015;
c. The WA Charitable Collections Act (1946)
d. The WA Charitable Collections Regulations (1947).
2. The money received as a result of fundraising appeals conducted by
the company during the financial year ended 31 December 2017 has
been properly accounted for and applied, in all material respects, in
accordance with the above mentioned Acts and Regulations.

AUDITOR’S INDEPENDENCE DECLARATION UNDER SECTION
307C OF THE CORPORATIONS ACT 2001 TO THE DIRECTORS
OF THE INDIGENOUS LITERACY FOUNDATION LTD
We declare that, to the best of our knowledge and belief, during the year
ended 31 December 2017 there have been:
i. no contraventions of the auditor independence requirements as set
out in the Corporations Act 2001 in relation to the audit; and
ii. no contraventions of any applicable code of professional conduct in
relation to the audit.
Name of Firm:
Camphin BostonChartered Accountants
Name of Partner:

Name of Firm:
Camphin Boston, Chartered Accountants

Name of Auditor:

Justin Woods
		
Address:
Level 5, 179 Elizabeth Street, SYDNEY NSW 2000

Do you want to run an image
here? Just double checking
I have all the financial things
needed first??

Dated 20th March 2018
Justin Woods
Address:
Level 5, 179 Elizabeth Street, SYDNEY NSW 2000
Dated 20th March 2018
Book Supply in Utopia Homelands.
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Indigenous Literacy Foundation Supporters
Thank you
ILF could not have delivered its 2017 programs
without the continued support of our corporate
sponsors, workplace and individual giving, grants
and fundraising events, in-kind sponsorship
and community partnerships. We thank each
and every one for enabling us to make a real
difference in the communities where we work.
Without confining our supporters to this list, below
are particular special mentions for outstanding
dedication and commitment – thank you.

Gold Star Partners
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Indigenous Literacy Day at the Sydney Opera House.

Partners, Donors & Supporters
PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE AUSTRALIA
1010 PRINTING
ABC Melbourne - 664
Albert Park Lit Fest
Amata Playgroup
ASIC
Australian Booksellers Association
Australian National University
Australia Post
Australian Publishers Association
Australian Society of Authors
AW Edwards
Berkelouw Booksellers
Binjari Buk Mob
Bloomsbury Publishing
Books Kinokuniya
Byron Writers Festival
Children’s Book Council of Australia
Clemenger

Concordia Lutheran College
Copyright Agency
Deloitte Australia
Disneyworld Australia
Epic Good Foundation
ESS Wheatstone
Estate of Margot Jean Forum
Federation Square
Foundation of Australian Literary Studies
Galley Club of Sydney
Gawura, St Andrew’s Cathedral School
Gleebooks
Gunbalanya School
Hachette Australia
HarperCollins Australia
Harry Hartog Booksellers
Hawthorn Football Club
Hillbrook Anglican School
Johnson Foundation
Leading Edge Books
Literacy for Life

AW Edwards with Karen Williams.

Event volunteers from Penguin Random House,
Société Générale and Pearson Australia.

Milikapiti School
Morpheus Foundation
National Library of Australia
NCIE
Network of Caring
News Corp
New South Publishing
Nhulunbuy Primary School
Pan Macmillan
Pearson Australia
Penguin Random House UK

Hillbrook Anglican School with ambassador Anita Heiss.

Create Initiative with Tiwi College and
Penguin Random House.
Pearson Australia.

Perpetual Limited
Potts Point Bookshop
Readings
Riverbend Bookshop
Rydge Foundation
Scholastic Australia
SNAICC
Société Générale
Somerset College
State Library of WA
Sydney Grammar School
Sydney Opera House
Sydney Writers Festival
Tiwi College
Tjuntjuntjara Remote Community School
UN Ltd
University of Western Sydney
Villawood East Public School
WA Independent Schools Association
Warburton Playgroup
Workwear Group
Yakanarra Remote Community School
Young Family Foundation

LONG-TERM VOLUNTEERS
Frances Kreamer Accounts
Sonia Palmisano Social Media
Derek Dryden Events
Peter Kirby Education Officer
Darren Burden Digital Marketing
Mel Williams Schools Ambassador
Justine Taylor Graphic Designer
Ross Weich Graphic Designer
Janet Hutchinson Writer
Lianda Burrow Writing and Marketing
Lee Abrahart Administration

Warburton Playgroup
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Indigenous Literacy Foundation
PO Box 663 Broadway NSW 2007
Ph: 02 9280 0644
Fax: 02 9280 0599
Email: info@ilf.org.au
www.ilf.org.au
You can support the work of our Foundation by
making a tax-deductible donation online.

