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VISION 
The mission of the Indigenous Literacy Foundation is to make a positive 
difference in the lives of Australian Indigenous children by focusing on 
ways to improve their literacy levels. We believe that a young child’s 
future educational experiences can be greatly improved through 
enjoyable and positive engagements with books in the family and 
community environment at an early age. 
 
PURPOSE 
Our key objective is to make a positive difference in the lives of young 
Australian Indigenous children so that they are enabled to make the 
most of their educational opportunities in schools. 
 
STRATEGY 
Our literacy strategy will: 
 
• provide books and support Australian Indigenous parents so they 

and their young children and babies can enjoy literacy experiences  
together; 

• encourage links between the book trade, schools and libraries to 
ensure the supply of books in remote Indigenous communities; 

• assist with the writing and publishing of books in the child’s first 
language as well as in English;  

• ensure engagement and familiarity with the range and types of 
books that children will experience in schools. 

 
VALUES 
We place the utmost emphasis on the importance of early literacy 
development in enhancing the life potential of every child in society. 
 
PRINCIPLES 
The Indigenous Literacy Foundation acknowledges and respects the 
unique place of Australia’s first peoples and commits its energy and 
resources to ensuring Australian Indigenous children have every 
opportunity, early in their lives, to do well in their school years. 
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Who We Are 
The Indigenous Literacy Foundation 
(ILF) is an initiative and charity of The 
Australian Book Industry drawing on its 
diverse range of expertise, skills and 
resources. It works with the support of 
the Australian Publishers Association, 
the Australian Booksellers Association 
and the Australian Society of Authors. 
 
History 
The Foundation began in 2004 when 
educator and bookshop owner, Suzy 
Wilson (Riverbend Books in 
Queensland) set up a Challenge in 
partnership with The Fred Hollows 
Foundation and Ian Thorpe’s 
Foundation for Youth Trust, to raise 
money for Indigenous literacy. Suzy 
wanted to help people in remote 
Indigenous communities where there is 
limited access to books and where 
children often grow up with little or no 
ability to read. She posed the question, 
“Can you imagine a world without books 
and reading?” 

Early literacy 
development in a 
child’s life is an 

important time for 
enjoying the world of 
story‐telling and 

instilling a lifelong love 
of books 



 3 

Our Point of Difference 
The Indigenous Literacy Foundation is grounded in the book 
trade and brings together the unique skill set of this industry, and 
the knowledge of educators, researchers and indigenous 
leaders. 
 
Our early literacy strategy sees links between families, schools 
and libraries as fundamental to sustaining a long-term literacy 
agenda in Australian Indigenous communities. 
 
The selection of books for children will include books familiar to 
Australian Indigenous families as well as books used in the 
school environment.  
 
We believe our focus on the enjoyment of books from birth, prior 
engagements with books used in schools and positive reading 
support from home will enable children to develop productive 
dispositions towards formal literacy learning and teaching. 

 

 

Indigenous Literacy 
Foundation 
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1. We offer a choice of new, culturally appropriate 
books to a wide range of remote communities. 
These books have been carefully selected by a 
group of experts in early literacy and reading and 
have been ordered by each community 
according to their need. The books are freely 
given, with no expectation of anything in return. 

2. Within the broader context of book supply we 
endeavour, in a small number of selected 
communities, to work very closely with elders, 
families and schools to build a strong platform for 
literacy. In these communities, a “book buzz” 
pack is supplied to every pre-school child, 
community house and school. This is, again, a 
carefully chosen selection of books. Some are 
specially written for Indigenous children living 
remotely, some are classics but all are books 
proven to engage pre-school children in the joy 
of books. 

3. As the relationship between the Indigenous 
Literacy Foundation and these communities 
grows, we will: 

• draw on book industry resources to publish 
and provide access to books that have been 
fully or partially translated into first language; 

• provide resources for parents and elders to 
help them work with the children to enhance 
their reading; 

• introduce children in communities to 
established writers (including our 
ambassadors and touring authors skilled in 
managing workshops) so that children can 
discover the pleasure of writing and 
publishing their own stories; 

• identify and develop partnerships with 
experts already working with remote 
Indigenous communities. 

 

Key Program Areas 
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The Foundation’s Core 
Aim and Strategies  
Our aim is to make a positive and 
measurable difference in the early 
literacy levels of Indigenous Australian 
children in order to raise their prospects 
in schools. 
 
Our key strategy is to draw on the 
collective resources of The Australian 
Book Industry and the goodwill of the 
public and corporate sector to raise 
funds for the purchase and provision of 
books and literacy resources for 
Indigenous Australian children in 
communities. 
 
Our secondary strategy is to assist in 
the writing and publishing of Indigenous 
Australian children experiences and 
stories. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

How will we know if we are 
successful? 
 
We expect that Australian Indigenous children 
who have experienced enjoyable and 
meaningful literacy engagement consistently in 
their early years will do better at school. We will 
continue to have our programs in the 
communities reviewed by early childhood and 
literacy experts, as well as undertake a 
longitudinal study of the benefits and impact on 
the literacy levels of children as they progress 
towards their formal schooling years. 
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P 02 9319 2883 
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