
In the past six years, the foundation, an initiative of the Australian Book Industry, has raised 
nearly $2 MILLION to address literacy in remote communities. The foundation employs an Indig-
enous Program Manager based in Darwin who engages directly with communities. Funds raised 
are used to provide culturally appropriate literacy resources, translate books into Indigenous lan-
guages and launch an early literacy strategy Book Buzz. In addition ILF funds community identi-
fied literacy projects that support local Indigenous culture, language development and capacity. 
Key milestones include:

 ILF has delivered nearly 80,000 books to more than 200 remote communities across Australia. 
 ILF started working in 2005 in just three communities in the Northern Territory. That year our founder, Suzy Wilson, deliv-
ered five boxes of books to Barunga, a small Jawoyn community in Arnhem Land. Six years later, more than 80,000 care-
fully selected, relevant books have been sent to some of the most isolated communities, including many homeland commu-
nities, across Australia –  on Coconut Island (QLD), in Warburton (WA), Kadjina (Fitzroy Crossing WA), and Mapoon (QLD) 
as well as into NSW and regional Victoria.

ILF has expanded its contact base in remote & traditional homeland communities. 
ILF now delivers books to crèches/early childhood centres, schools and libraries, parenting, women’s and youth drop-in 
centres, rehabilitation facilities and community health centres. It also delivers books through organisations like the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service, Aboriginal Land Councils and corporations as well as through organisations such as Mission Aus-
tralia and programs such as Families as First Teachers and Good Beginnings.
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ILF launched & is trialing Book Buzz, an early literacy project aimed at 0-5 year olds.   
Book Buzz has been delivered into three communities: Warburton, Wilcannia and Manyallaluk and in 2011, into Yakanarra 
in Western Australia. This project provides a set of quality board books for babies/children up to the age of five to use in the 
home, with multiple sets going into the community and school. This project has evolved in consultation with elders in com-
munity to include translations into local language and the publication of a book for elders, on reading with young children.

ILF has worked with Indigenous elders and key educators to write, translate and/or adapt 
books into four Indigenous languages (Ngaanyatjarra, Paakantji, Karrawa, Kriole). 
•  In Warburton WA, ILF’s Program Manager consulted with elders in community to produce translations of board books for 
preschoolers.  Books were translated into Ngaanyatjarra (Language of Warburton)  and includeThe Very Hungry Caterpillar, 
These are My Hands, Dear Zoo, I Went Walking and Aussie Toddlers Can.   
•  ILF staff worked with a local elder in Manyallaluk NT to produce a resource in Kriole for elders in community called Ridim-
bat Langa Ola Biginnini (Reading with Children).
•  In Wilcannia, NSW, ILF worked with Faith Baisden (Binabar Books) and local elder Murray Butcher to produce My Mara 
Love to Clap in Paakantji language. 
•  Local elders in Borroloola, NT, translated the popular children’s book, Grug, into Karrawa, one of three local languages, 
and it was published in 2011 with the help of Simon & Schuster.

ILF has conducted workshops in some of the most remote schools in Australia.
Working with our ambassadors including Andy Griffiths, Josh Pyke, Kaz Cooke, Kate Grenville, Tara June Winch and Leonie 
Norrington, ILF has run story-writing workshops with hundreds of kids in Warburton, Fitzroy Crossing, Wyndham, Daly River, 
Jilkmingan, Gove, Wugulurr, Barunga, Manyallaluk and in Wilcannia and Menindee.  



ILF published The Naked Boy & the Crocodile in 2011.  
These stories were written by 13 children aged 5-11 years old in workshops conducted by 
Andy Griffiths around Australia and reflect the talent (both written and artistic), lives and 
culture of kids in the bush.  Copies of The Naked Boy & the Crocodile have been delivered 
into over 300 remote schools and communities across Australia. ILF worked in partnership 
with Pan Macmilliam to publish the book, and it is now being sold in bookshops around the 
country, to raise much needed funds for the foundation. 

 ILF has funded eight community identified literacy projects in the 
Northern Territory and Queensland.   
These communities are based in Fitzroy Crossing, Katherine, Central Australia, Maningrida, 
Elsey National Park, the Barkly Tablelands, Stradbroke Island and include the recording of 
local stories, sending authors into community to write and develop story telling skills, as well 
as publishing stories in book format that have been written by children and or elders.  These 
projects include: 
• Jarjums Yarning Project on Stradbroke Island – captures vibrant stories written with the 
engagement of the entire community and school children from Dunwich School on Strad-
broke Island. Two books were published: What is a Disaster I Hear You Say? and Alphabet 
Antics.
• Mangarrayi & Yangman Plants & Animals in the Northern Territory (currently in produc-
tion, to be published early 2012).
• I DREAM – ILF worked in partnership with Education Queensland, providing a set of books 
to 60 schools for an initiative which focussed on the themes of home, family and country. 
Students worked with elders, examining why these themes are important to a sense of well-
being to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 
• The Honey Ant Readers, a series of language books in the local forms of Alternative Eng-
lish Language (AEL) . The project was designed by Margaret James to strengthen children’s 
awareness of language and interaction with AEL as they enter school.
• GurrindimDalmi Community Based Play, the story of the Rainbow serpent written, pro-
duced and performed by local artists in Katherine.
• A Children’s story developed with children, parents and grandparents by bestselling chil-
dren’s author Leonie Norrington at Gapuwiyalk, Maningrida.
• Barkly Tablelands Ringers Stories project captures and records the stories of the Ring-
ers and other Indigenous station workers from around the Barkly Tablelands from the late 
60s and 70s.  These stories capture an invaluable piece of Australian history and are in 
danger of being lost forever. 
• Junjuwa Women’s House – a community driven project which began when a group of 
Bunaba women from the Fitzroy Valley region of WA formed a co-operative to develop 
business and friendship links. The women paint and sell a wide range of fabrics, tshirts and 
other items, learn basic financial skills as well as sign language to support deaf community 
members.

Advocacy & Fundraising  
As part of its advocacy and fundraising, the foundation organises a national day to raise 
awareness of literacy issues in very remote communities.  Indigenous Literacy Day (ILD) 
is held on the first Wednesday of September every year with the support of publishers, 
booksellers, businesses, schools, libraries and organisations across Australia.  This event 
has now become part of the national Australian calendar and was cited in NSW Parliament 
in 2011. This year ILD was launched around Australia and celebrated by ILF’s dedicated 
team of ambassadors including Andy Griffiths, Kate Grenville, David Malouf, Tara June 
Winch, Adam James and Anita Heiss – as well as many Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
authors. Key events were held in Parliament House Canberra with the Governor-General, 
at Brisbane Writers Festival, the Opera House in Sydney, and the State Library of SA.  In 
addition, thousands of school students of all ages right across Australia have participated in 
a Great Book Swap. 
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‘Being part of the Indigenous Literacy Project has been an inspiring journey. Thank you.’
Otto J Eijkman, Principal Kiwirrkurra Campus - Ngaanyatjarra Lands School WA


