
Indigenous Literacy Day 2012 was a an enormous national celebration. The 
Foundation (with the help of an industrious team of volunteers) ran events in 
Queensland, New South Wales, Western Australia and Victoria. Hundreds of 
schools participated and over 80 booksellers pledged donations for sales on 
the day. In addition to these, universities, art galleries and other businesses put 
up their hands to host book swaps and other events, all to help raise funds and 
to get people thinking about the value of literacy.

Indigenous Literacy Foundation events

More than 200 students from 12 Sydney schools gathered in the sunny Concert Hall Northern Foyer of 
Sydney Opera House to celebrate Indigenous Literacy Day. ILF Patron Thérèse Rein spoke of her love 
of books and how much her family values reading together. Ambassador Michael O’Loughlin urged the 
kids to consider what their lives would be like without reading – without newspapers, books and even text 
messages and Facebook. The Darlington Dance group performed and Arndell Anglican College choir 
sang Bad Swimtime (listen to your mama) a song by Michael Rohanek inspired by the ILF Book The Na-
ked Boy and the Crocodile.  The event finished with a Great Book Swap and the students swarmed down 
the purple stairs to gather around the table and pick a new book. 

ILD was celebrated and acknowledged in Victoria at Wesley College where students sang, bands per-
formed and everyone listened to Aunty Joy Murphy and ILF Ambassadors, Kaz Cooke and Felix Riebl 
speak about how stories have shaped who they are today. A giant cheque for $1000 was presented to 
the ILF – a result of money raised through a Great Book Swap and Book Fair in the library. 

In Queensland, the two Australian Children’s Laureates, Boori Monty Pryor and Alison Lester, along with 
Andy Griffiths and Suzy Wilson celebrated the launch of Indigenous Literacy Day. Purga Elder Aunty 
Sheryl Thompson said the Welcome to Country and Andy Griffiths spoke of his experience with the kids 
in remote communities, helping them write out their stories. Menessia Nagie said that there was a real 
sense that this was a community event and the morning finished up with a Great Book Swap.

WA Governor His Excellency Malcolm McCusker, Western Australian of the Year Kim Scott and best-
selling author Sally Morgan launched Indigenous Literacy Day at the WA Museum. Kim Scott said: “I 
liked to think...the day highlights the importance of the business of making meaning from small marks. 
Coming alive through playing with marks, in print or on screen is magic and important for all of us”. Sally 
Morgan said: “we’ve always told our stories through ceremonies and dance and art. Kids starting to write 
and draw their own stories is significant because that links directly to an education system they’ve forced 
to participate in, in a more culturally appropriate way”.
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Indigenous Literacy Day Celebrations

University of Sydney
Three libraries at the University of Sydney held Great Book Swaps and cake sales, with a display of Indig-
enous titles (many of which appear on ILF Book Lists). There was a good response from the students, not 
just to the delicious sweets. Three education students from the Koori Centre spoke, doing a welcome to 
country and describing their experience teaching literacy. 

University of Technology
University of Technology also held events, calling in school children to participate in story writing workshops. 
These celebrations ran on into the evening, when Kate Grenville gave a speech about her experience in 
communities and how research for her latest books has made her examine more closely the history be-
tween aboriginal people and her own ancestors. 
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Indigenous Literacy Day Celebrations
Museum of Contemporary Art
While we were in the Opera House singing about crocs and swapping books, more celebrations were 
taking place on the other side of the quay. Dub Leffler and Bronwyn Bancroft spoke to a group of school 
children at the Museum of Contemporary Art about what inspires them and the power of the literary 
world.The MCA held the Great Book Swap so that everyone would have the opportunity to share their 
common love of books.

Melbourne Museum
The Victorian Premier’s Award for Indigenous Writing was presented at the Bunjalika Centre at the 
Melbourne Museum and we were thrilled for ILF Ambassador Anita Heiss who was the recipient of that 
award. Kaz Cooke spoke about the work of the ILF and Archie Roach sang songs from Butcher Paper 
Texta Black Board and Chalk – a Songbook for children written by both Archie and the late Ruby Hunter.

NSW Parliament

NSW Parliament
For the second year in a row, NSW Parliament took the time to discuss Indigenous Literacy Day. Car-
mell Tebbutt, Kevin Anderson, Linda Burney, Guy Zangari and Gareth Ward all spoke of the importance 
of bridging the gap and providing the same opportunities for all Australians. Ms Tebbutt said in her 
conclusion “Initiatives such as this that seek to expand people’s access to books and that celebrate a 
focus on reading to lift it above other activities and endeavours is something important that we can all 
support.”
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Bookseller support
This year 86 booksellers signed up for to be part of this years ILD. Fullers Bookshop in Tasmania had a 
great day of fundraising, holding a bookswap (pictured). This is the first year we have asked bookshop 
supporters to display donation containers on their counters – some such as Avid Reader who raised 
over $500 in theirs, have done so to great effect. Anna said this money was raised on ILD and in the 
lead-up and that staff were told to draw each customer’s attention to the box.

For the last few years, Snowprint Bookshop has donated 
50% of all its retail sales to the Indigenous Literacy Foun-
dation and 50% to the local school’s libraries on ILD. This 
year however mother nature put in a ferocious effort with 
raging winds of over 100km as well as the power going 
down for most of the day. Snowprint staff was amazed at 
how many families braved the elements to support the 
fundraising efforts. Shaaron Ellis the owner of Snowprint 
emailed us explaining this and added “…but because of 
the dangerous conditions we didn’t raise our usual level of 
donations. To prevent the local children being disappointed 
about being prevented from supporting we have decided 
to hold another Indigenous Literacy Day on Monday 10th 
of Sep and donate the amounts raised on both the 5th 
and the 10th and cross allour fingers that mother nature 
plays nice.” The 10th was far more tranquil, and Snowprint 
donated $1510 saying: “We hope that it will contribute towards your foundation’s commitment to this 
fantastic project and as a regional independent bookseller we share your goals towards the improve-
ment in Australian children’s literacy.”

School involvement
Schools all over the country held Great Book Swaps and other fundraisers with thousands of students 
participating. Feedback has been overwhelmingly positive. Some commented how much the students 
enjoyed the event, such as Monica Formica, the Teacher Librarian at Currans Hill Public School who 
said “the students had a wonderful time going through other’s favourites and choosing one to keep for 
themselves.” And Annette Lynch from Whitford Catholic Primary School WA, who wrote “the kids were 
so excited and swapped high quality much loved books. The parents were thrilled with the idea. We 
loved it!” 

However we were even more delighted to hear that students were coming out of the day’s celebrations 
with a better awareness of the situation out in remote communities and a sense of the value of literacy. 
Mary Rosano, Teacher Librarian at Kellyville Public School, NSW, said “All the children appreciated the 
fact that they were raising money to help others who may not have access to literacy resources.” And 
Emily Lloyd, Teacher-Librarian at Girton Grammar School, VIC, “It was a great success! It was a fan-
tastic opportunity for our students to gain an awareness of Indigenous communities, and to realize how 
fortunate they are!”
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