
!

!!!!!

!

"#$%&'(&)!*#&(+!,'#-!$.)!/01/!

!

!

Telling, drawing and writing stories with  

Andy Griffiths at Yakanarra at the end of May 
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May was an exceptional month with some exciting encounters in the 
bush and the city and a wealth of program activity.  Here are just a few 
of the highlights. 

As we journeyed across the top end during National Reconciliation 
Week, we reflected on our contribution to this important event in our 
nation’s calendar and how lucky we were to be out in remote 
communities.  One of our aims on this trip was to build mutually 
respectful relationships between the communities we visited and our 
Foundation.  Sharing stories and culture – through the literacy 
workshops and the books we deliver (a good number of which are 
written by Indigenous authors) – helps to open doors and opportunities 

for children in these remote communities. It also opens the hearts and minds of children living 
elsewhere in Australia, particularly in cities, where both adults and children are hungry for more 
stories like those first published in The Naked Boy and the Crocodile (2011). 

During our Kimberley trip, we were fortunate to travel and work alongside one of our most 
passionate ambassadors, Andy Griffiths, whose wit and sense of fun eventually engaged even the 
shiest child. Andy’s Publisher, Cate Paterson (Pan Macmillan) was a terrific companion, in the 
classroom as well as outside where she was a master at rustling up picnic suppers. Read more on 
that trip in the brief report that follows and also in Andy Griffiths’ very insightful article which will be 
published shortly on our website.   

At the end of our Kimberley week, ABC journalist Kelly Higgins-Devine caught up with us in 
Kununurra. You can hear the podcast interview and Andy’s account of how humbling it is to work 
with kids who speak two or three languages, who shine when given the opportunity to write and 
who just dazzle you with their creativity.   

Another highlight during the month was the opportunity 
of working with Children’s Laureate Alison Lester who 
generously agreed to do a workshop for one of our 
remote schools visiting Sydney.  It was the first visit to 
the city for some of the children from Wilcannia and 
they enjoyed creating simple but eloquent picture 
stories and hearing some of Alison’s own work read to 
them. 

During that week, we were honoured when bestselling 
Penguin’s children’s author Jeff Kinney, in town for 
Sydney Writers Festival, spoke to our Board member, 
Kristin Gill about his passion for reading and delivered 
a special message on film to kids in remote 
communities. “Reading is the foundation for life”.  

Other milestones in May included the arrival of the new version of Reading with Children. 
Published with the assistance of Kids’ Own Publishing, Debra Dank says this new version is a 
much more accessible resource for any parent or elder in a remote community, explaining how, 
when and what the benefits of reading are.  This month has also seen substantial progress in our 
move to consolidate and improve the way we supply and deliver books into communities.  We are 
delighted to announce that 6 450 books will shortly be sent to 77 communities across Australia. 
Thanks to the generous support of 26 publishers and distributors across Australia your donation 
will go help us purchase many more books and deliver them into our communities. 

Catch up with our fundraising initiatives in this newsletter and if you’re in Brisbane don’t miss our 
Foundation’s first major fundraiser of the year, which has been masterminded by our founder, 
Suzy Wilson. There are a wealth of auction prizes which you can bid online for : 
www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/SpreadingWords/   

Karen Williams 
Executive Director 
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KIMBERLEY FOOTFALLS 

A week on the road through the Kimberley with Ambassador and author Andy Griffiths, 

Executive Director Karen Williams and Program Manager Deb Dank is one I will never 
forget. You hear about the isolation of some of these places, you hear about how excited 

the kids get when an author speaks to them, you hear about the complexities of 

organising these visits, but it was not until I participated in a field trip that I fully 

appreciated the amazing work that the ILF does. Karen and Deb are so passionate and 
hardworking, and I have a renewed respect for Andy, observing first hand how beautifully 

he relates to children who may have never given a thought to what reading and writing 

could unlock within them. Because of the ILF, magic happens. (But I won't be eating 
cabbage again for a very long time.)  

 Cate Paterson, Publishing Director, Pan Macmillan 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

It’s Reconciliation Week when our small team of four fly to Broome, load eight boxes of 
books and gear held by Magabala Books into the troopie and venture out along the Great 
Northern Highway to Fitzroy Crossing. We’re hoping to make Fitzroy Crossing Inn before 
sunset, before our tracks run into stray buffalo, kangaroo or other wildlife and we just 
about do it. Give or take a star or two. 

For Debra Dank, this is the second field trip of the year and she tells us she is more 
comfortable behind the wheel than as a passenger. We feel privileged to be here and a 
whole new universe unfolds as she tells us stories of her community and growing up in 
Borroloola, and points out bush medicine and wildlife.   

This Kimberley field trip offers us the opportunity to revisit some special places where we 
feel we are slowly making connections:  Yakanarra Community School and St Joseph’s 



"#$!%&'()&**&+!,-.,!"((/&!0!

!
2!

school at Wyndham. It also gives us an opportunity to connect with schools at Fitzroy 
Crossing, Halls Creek and Wyndham all of who have been ordering books from our 
Foundation and who are keen to meet up with our ambassadors, especially the infamous 
Andy Griffiths. 

Over the four days we travel by car and light aircraft, to five remote schools. In that 
period we work with a range of children from 5 to15 years old.  All warm to Andy’s 
engrossing tales drawn from his bestselling series and latest release, The 13 Storey 

Treehouse.  

At Yakanarra, the Principal Helen Unwin tells us that they have had some excellent 
reading results in the latest literacy tests with some children jumping two reading age 
levels. Maddy, one of the primary teachers, proudly says that the school has won an 
award at the St Kilda Short Film Festival. We watch it with the kids who made it, some of 
whom are too shy to look at themselves on screen.   

At Fitzroy Valley High School we conduct writing workshops with two groups.  Andy 
Griffiths says it’s one of the best libraries he has seen.  The librarian, Colleen Garner, 
has been in the position for over six years and also looks after libraries at two other 
remote schools including Wangjatjungka and Bayulu.  Colleen told us apart from 
standard Australian English, the main language spoken at the school is Kimberley Kriole 
and up to six different languages are spoken altogether at the school (ten languages are 
spoken in the Valley). 

At Halls Creek District High School, we are met by 
Joneen Edwards, the Literacy Co-ordinator, who 
specialises in literacy education and is in Halls Creek 
for two years.  Joneen has worked in literacy 
development all over WA and says it was not until she 
came to Halls Creek that she quite appreciated how 
complex teaching literacy to these children are – four 
main languages are spoken by the kids in Halls Creek 
including Aboriginal English and Kriole.  After our visit, 
the kids read their writing at assembly and talk about 
being an author.  “It’s important to have good books 
that kids can relate to,” she says. 

We arrive in time for assembly in Wyndham where school starts at 7.45am and meet the 
new Principal, Andrea Millar.  Andy presents certificates to the children whose stories 
featured in The Naked Boy and the Crocodile.  We spend two hours in the classroom and 
are rewarded by a whole new collection of stories like The Day My Teacher got Struck by 

Lightning and the second instalment of The Naked Boy and the Crocodile.  Some kids 
are confident enough to read their work out loud.  

Our last stop is at the friendliest school in the West, 
Wyndham District High School, where we run two 
workshops.  

Thursday night we are bushed. We barbeque barramundi, 
steak and chicken and munch through a mountain of 
salad.  Tomorrow Andy Griffiths will talk to ABC Brisbane 
and we will get ready for the onslaught of outstanding 
emails and our city lives and routines. But first we must 
venture out to the Ord river to see whether that old croc is 
really there or not…. 
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NEWS & UPDATES 

ILF Ambassador Josh Pyke will give a special performance at the Australian Booksellers 
Association Conference on 17 June.  Those attending will see images of Josh at GARMA 
in 2011 where he was invited to run songwriting workshops for young people. 

ALISON LESTER WORKS WITH WILCANNIA SCHOOL 

Children’s Laureate Alison Lester gave a special workshop to the kids from Wilcannia 
whilst they were in Sydney, some for their first city experience.  The school children’s 

stay was sponsored by St Lucy’s school and Alison 
gave the kids a unique insight into creating their own 
work of art to be incorporated into a book format.  
Alison Lester has spent many years travelling to and 
working with children in remote communities. She was 
also one of the many artists who contributed to One 
Word One Day event in Melbourne in March. Her 
beautiful works of art, along with many artists from 
around Australia, have been donated for auction and 
will go under the hammer on 25 September at ABC in 
Sydney.  See our website for further details. 

 

SCHOOL NEWS – JEFF KINNEY CLASS SET ANNOUNCED 

ACT Weetangera Primary School is the winner of the Jeff Kinney class set of 
autographed books, generously sponsored by Penguin.  

Weetangera Primary has been holding Great Book 
Swaps since 2009 and this year they will celebrate by 
fundraising during National Literacy and Numeracy 

Week.   

Lynn Price, English as an Additional Language or 
Dialect Teacher, said: 

 “We have always wanted to assist the cause of sending 
books out to remote communities. We have a really 
strong culture of reading at our school and the 
foundation has always been really well supported by the 
whole community.”  

All schools can still register online or call our office for 
the Great Book Swap (or a fundraising event of your 
own choice) and go in the draw to win an ambassador 
visit in 2013. Go to: 
www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/register   

 

Jeff Kinney is a passionate supporter of literacy and recently made some time 

during his brief Australian tour to deliver a special message to kids in remote 

communities.  See that on:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCG5l3Uc9n4&feature=youtu.be  
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READING WITH CHILDREN 

This month, a new version of the ILF book Reading with 

Children was published.  

“This book is a great second step for the Foundation.” Says 
Debra Dank, Program Manager. “We supply books to 
communities and now we are supporting families by 
showing them how they and their children can engage with 
and access books.” 

The new version of Reading with Children will be delivered 
to communities that order the 0-5 years Book Pack. 

!
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• FUNDRAISER:  Spreading Words, BRISBANE 7 JUNE. Brisbane 
Sailing Squadron, Bulimba. A cocktail fundraising party & auction on 
Thursday 7 June, 6-9pm.  Bids can still be made online 
www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/SpreadingWords/   
 
• EVENT: Australian Booksellers Association Conference, SYDNEY 
17 JUNE. 
The annual ABA Conference is coming up, with a performance from ILF 
Ambassador Josh Pyke.  
 
• FUNDRAISER: One Word, One Day, SYDNEY 20 JUNE.  Sydney 
artists gather to paint and celebrate works of art which will be donated 
later in the year to raise funds for ILF.  
 
• FUNDRAISER: Alice Springs Beanie Festival SYDNEY 22 JUNE. Tali Gallery667 Darling 
Street, Rozelle. This is an exhibition of some very charming and quirky beanies from the Alice 
Springs beanie festival museum, created by Indigenous women from a range of desert 
communities. The exhibition includes a competition, entries are open to anyone who would like to 
knit or decorate a beanie in the spirit of “Stories and Yarns”. The beanies will be judged in the end 
of July.  For more information visit www.beaniefest.org or call Tali Gallery on 02 9555 6555. 

 
 
SUPPORTERS UPDATES- COMMUNITY FUNDRAISERS 

!

DJC Accountants are holding a Go-Karting day for their clients and donating the entry fee to ILF. 
“I believe the Foundation’s work is very important and it is about time I did my bit, rather than just 
talk about it.” Said David Chambers, Director. “Let's help our original Australians strive and thrive, 
the way they want to.” 
 
With the upcoming City2Surf in Sydney and The Age Run in Melbourne we’re inspired by those 
who ran in the Half Marathon at the end of May. Celine Beinchet and Lauren Cornish raised a 
whopping $1540. If you are interested in supporting ILF you can choose us as a charity to support 
upon registering for the events, or by setting up your own fundraising page.  
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1. SCHOOLS, LIBRARIES AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS                                                                
Register now and help us raise funds for children in remote Indigenous communities.   We’re aiming to get 
500 schools across Australia involved in a Great Book Swap on Indigenous Literacy Day on 5 September.  
Register and you can go in the draw to win a visit from one of our high profile ambassadors and 
authors. 
2. AUSTRALIAN BOOK INDUSTRY:  Authors, Bookshops and Publishers 
Register now and support us by becoming an advocate, speaking at local schools, events or at libraries. Help 
us raise support during the National Year of Reading. 
3. BUSINESSES:  BECOME A CORPORATE FUNDRAISER OR SPONSOR.  
Register and hold an event on Indigenous Literacy Day on Wednesday 5 September 2012. 
4. INDIVIDUALS: Make a donation today.  Register to become a volunteer.  Tell a neighbour, friend, 
schoolteacher, professional colleague about the Foundation and enlist their support.  Hold a fundraiser on 
Indigenous Literacy Day.   
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