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Can you imagine not being able to read a newspaper, a road sign or directions on a bottle of 
medication?  Sadly, this is a reality faced by many Indigenous Australians living in remote 
communities today.  The Indigenous Literacy Foundation was set up to address and advocate 
for literacy in isolated and remote Indigenous communities.

The Indigenous Literacy Foundation aims to improve literacy and hence the lives and opportunities of Indig-
enous Australians living in remote and isolated regions.

MISSIon STATeMenT

The Indigenous Literacy Foundation is a national charity of the Australian Book Industry that aims to raise 
awareness and funds for literacy in remote communities.  The Foundation is independent, not-for-profit and 
is funded entirely by donations.

WHo We ARe

The project began in 2004 when our Founder Suzy Wilson launched The Riverbend Readers’ Challenge.  
In 2006 the Australian Book Industry launched the Australian Readers’ Challenge engaging the support of 
14,000 school children, bookshops, publishers, individuals and organisations Australia-wide. In 2007 the 
Indigenous Literacy Project was launched in partnership with The Fred Hollows Foundation with its major 
fundraising day the first Wednesday in September. In 2010, funds raised were in excess of $600,000 and 
during the five years over $1.5 million were raised.  In 2011 the project became a standalone Foundation 
with the support and encouragement of The Fred Hollows Foundation who withdrew from its literacy program 
to focus on eye health.

HISToRY oF THe PRoJeCT

“Imagine a world in which everybody has clean air, fresh water, healthy food, someone to love and someone who loves 
them, a roof over their head, and most important of all, a good book to read and the ability to read it…sure you might say 
I’m a dreamer, but I’m not the only one”.  Andy Griffiths
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T H E  I N D I G E N O U S  L I T E R A C Y  F O U N D A T I O N

What we do

The Indigenous Literacy Foundation aims to improve literacy levels in remote Indigenous communities and delivered this 
in 2011 through the following programme:

Can you imagine a world without books and reading?

Most Australians live in cities and take their access to books and literacy resources for granted, along
with the many opportunities that learning to read and write afford: education, employment and health. But 
for Indigenous  Australians living in remote parts of the country, it is a very different picture…I have been 
privileged to work with the project since 2005 and have seen the enormous passion and commitment of Aus-
tralians, young and old, who have been appalled to learn about the literacy rates in remote communities and 
who have wanted to take action. We are often asked why the Government isn’t addressing the problem and 
why there is a need for an organisation like ours.  Our response is that this is a complex, multi-generational 
problem that needs to be addressed by the entire community.  With our roots firmly in the book industry, how-
ever, we are in a perfect position to draw on, not only our access to a wide range of books, but also the skills 
and talents of an industry dedicated to literacy. Through our work in these communities, we are committed 
to opening the door of opportunity for these children, through the magic of stories and books.

JULIET ROGERS, 2012

A MeSSAge FRoM oUR CHAIR

On a recent field trip to remote school communities, one of our best loved ambassadors Andy Griffiths spoke 
about how the kids he’d met just ‘ shine and dazzle you with their creativity’ when given the opportunity.  Our 
Foundation is all about providing opportunities to children in isolated parts of Australia who often don’t have 
books in homes, a local bookshop or even library. Access through relevant literacy resources, through engage-
ment with families and schools and through choice is what our Foundation endeavours to provide.
 
For me one of the highlights of 2011 was the publication of The Naked Boy & the Crocodile which featured the 
work of 13 young Aboriginal children. In an Andy Griffith’s workshop, these kids who speak up to 3-4 different 
languages, and for whom English is a often their third or fourth language, wrote the most humorous and deadly 
tales. We were proud to send hundreds of these published books back to remote communities and we were 
inundated by wonderful feedback from thousands of Australians who bought the stories.

One of the greatest rewards of working on this project is to read a testimonial from a community who have re-
ceived our books and who tell us what a difference they have made.  In some communities, like Warburton and 
Borroloola, we have been able, with the support of the Local community and  key people like Anne Shinkfield, 
to publish early literacy books such as The Very Hungry Caterpillar and Grug in local language. In Warburton, 
we have witnessed what a difference this has made to literacy in the community and those outcomes will be 
published in an evaluation of our project in September.   

Our Foundation is working towards a new focus on early literacy, engaging with remote communities in the 
hope that together we will read, write and share a journey of a thousand books or more.

KARen WILLIAMS, 2012

A MeSSAge FRoM THe exeCUTIve DIReCToR

Provides remote Indigenous communities with access to 
culturally appropriate books and literacy resources, free of 
charge and obligation. ILF provides books to more than 200 
communities across Australia.

1.  BooK SUPPLY

Is the first step in developing a closer relationship with in-
terested communities, by providing every pre-school child 
in that community with a range of age appropriate books, 
supported by programmes to engage the children and their 
families with the joy of books and reading.   This part of the 
programme also aims to work with local ambassadors and  
translating much loved books into the local language. 

2.  BooK BUZZ

These projects are initiated by the communities themselves 
and are funded by ILF if they involve books and reading 
and meet the criteria of improving literacy. 

3. CoMMUnITY LITeRACY PRoJeCTS

In addition to this three step programme, ILF is strongly committed to:  

• ADVOCACY in areas important to increased literacy, such as teacher training and curriculumdevelopment. 

• EVALUATION. ILF believes it is critically important that much needed resources are used appropriately, and that the pro-
grammes that the Foundation funds, are proven to be positively impacting on the literacy levels in the communities with which 
they are engaged. 
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T H E  I N D I G E N O U S  L I T E R A C Y  F O U N D A T I O N

Our Organisation
The Indigenous Literacy Foundation is managed by a Board 
which includes representatives of the book industry and the 
Indigenous community.  It employs a full time Executive Di-
rector (Karen Williams)  based in Sydney, a full time coordi-
nator (Emily Wiech)  also based in Sydney and Programme 
Manager (Debra Dank) working from Darwin.  The team is 
supported by our Patron Thérèse Rein, a 15 strong team of 
ambassadors, and a range of nation-wide volunteers.

Our Board

Suzy Wilson, Founder

Professor Martin nakata,    
Director, 2012

David gaunt, Director

Kristin gill, Director

May o’Brien, Hon. Director

Suzy Wilson is the owner of Riverbend 
Books and Teahouse in Oxford St, Bu-
limba. Before embarking on her career 
in the Australian Book Industry she was 
a teacher, an education consultant with 
Education Queensland and a part time lec-
turer at QUT. In 2010 Suzy was awarded 
the Dromkeen Award for her efforts in ‘be-
ing a catalyst in changing children’s lives 
through literature’.

Professor Nakata is the Director of Nura 
Gili, the Indigenous centre at the Univer-
sity of New South Wales (UNSW). Pro-
fessor Nakata also holds the title of Chair 
of Australian Indigenous Education and is 
the first Torres Strait Islander to receive 
a PhD in Australia. His current research 
work focuses on higher education, cur-
riculum areas, the academic preparation 
of Indigenous students, and Indigenous 
knowledge and library services. 

For the past 35 years David Gaunt has 
been the co-owner of Gleebooks, the Syd-
ney based independent bookseller. David 
has held various roles in industry associa-
tions, primarily the Australian Booksellers’ 
Association, of which he is a Life Member, 
and the Sydney Writers’ Festival on whose 
Board he sat for the first five years of its 
operation. In 2011 David was awarded the 
Member (AM) in the General Division of the 
Order of Australia for services to the book 
industry. David was Chair of the Indigenous 
Literacy Project 2007-2010.

Kristin Gill is the General Sales Manager 
for children’s books at Penguin Books 
(Australia) and has worked in the publish-
ing industry - across Trade and Educa-
tional - for twenty one years. Prior to this 
she taught music and English to secondary 
school students. Kristin has been involved 
with the growth and development of the In-
digenous Literacy Project since 2006.

May was the first Aboriginal Teacher in 
Western Australia and, after twenty five 
years of teaching, took a position in the 
Western Australian Ministry of Education. 
In this role she helped devise and imple-
ment a variety of Indigenous Education ini-
tiatives such as assisting in the formation 
of the National Aboriginal Education Com-
mittee. May O’Brien has been awarded 
The British Empire Medal, the John Curtin 
Medal and was announced as a Western 
Australian State Finalist for Senior Austral-
ian of the Year in 2011. 

governance
The Indigenous Literacy Foundation is a not-for-profit public 
company limited by guarantee and is managed by a volun-
teer Board.  In our first year six directors were appointed. In 
2012 Professor Martin Nakata, Director of Nura Gili, UNSW, 
joined the Board replacing Dr Anita Heiss who remains an 
ambassador. 

The Board meets seven times a year and directly oversees 
the strategic and fundraising roles of the Foundation. In ad-
dition to setting policy and strategic directions for the Foun-
dation’s programming, it approves and monitors the Foun-
dation’s financial budgets and supports and reviews the 
Executive Director in the management of the company and 
its programming.

The Foundation works with the support of fundraising 
committees and volunteers in Victoria, Western Australia, 
Queensland and NSW.  

Together with our Patron Thérèse Rein, our team of 
ambassadors includes: Anita Heiss, Samuel Wagan 
Watson, Sally Morgan, May O’Brien, Leonie Norrington, 
David Malouf, Geraldine Brooks, Kate Grenville, Kaz 
Cooke, Andy Griffiths, Tara June Winch together with 
musicians Felix Riebl, Josh Pyke, Adam James and 
Katie Noonan.

Role of the Board

Committees

our Patron and Ambassadors

“The Indigenous Literacy Foundation not only provides much needed resources to remote communities and promotes 
the joy of reading in the broader population ... it provides a new generation of Indigenous children with the passion and 
pride in their stories that I hope will flow to the general community in the form of beautifully written and illustrated books. 
This project is a real opportunity for all Australians to get involved in a simple, effective and meaningful community activ-
ity. I encourage you, your school, your bookclub or your organisation to be involved.”          Thérèse Rein

Juliet Rogers, Chair
Juliet Rogers has worked in the publish-
ing industry in both New Zealand and Aus-
tralia. She worked as Managing Director 
of Random House NZ for ten years before 
migrating to work in that role in Random 
House Australia. In 2002 Juliet joined Mur-
doch Books as CEO. She is now CEO at 
Intelligent Investor. Juliet has always been 
closely involved with book industry issues. 
She was President of the Australian Pub-
lishers Association for three years until 
2009. Juliet believes that with the help of 
the book industry, ILF will be able to make 
a very real and enduring difference to the 
lives of indigenous children and adults in 
the very remotest parts of Australia.

Dr Anita Heiss, Director
Dr Anita Heiss is a renowned Australian 
social comentator and author. Due to her 
own passion for literature and as a proud 
member of the Wiradjuri nation, Dr Heiss 
is an ardent believer in the value of literacy 
and education to Indigenous Australians. 
Dr Heiss is an Adjunct Professor at the 
University of Western Sydney (attached to 
the Badanami Centre for Indigenous Edu-
cation).
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T H E  I N D I G E N O U S  L I T E R A C Y  F O U N D A T I O N

Our performance during 2011

• The Indigenous Literacy Foundation (ILF) raised 
$550,000 in 2011 and delivered over 20,000 books to 
over 230 remote communities across Australia.

• Funded, translated and/or adapted books into three 
local Indigenous languages including Kriole (NT), 
Paakantji (NW NSW) & Karrawa (NT).  These include:  
My Mara Loves to Clap (Paakantji), Grug (Karrawa), 
Reading with Children (Kriole).

• Conducted literacy workshops and program visits in 
five remote communities with our ambassadors includ-
ing Andy Griffiths and Josh Pyke.

• Published The Naked Boy & the Crocodile, stories by 
13 children from remote communities across Australia 
and delivered copies into over 300 remote schools and 
communities across Australia

Program Outcomes

BooK SUPPLY:  LITeRACY ReSoURCeS & BooK PACKS & Book Buzz

•  Following an extraordinary Wet season that resulted in flooding in many remote communities in Northern 
Territory and Queensland, ILF provided special book parcels that were sent to more than 60 regional and 
remote schools 

• ILF undertook the I DREAM project in 50 regional and remote schools across Queensland. Working in part-
nership with Education Queensland, I DREAM focused on the themes of home, family and country, examin-
ing why these are important to a sense of wellbeing to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island people.  Children 
worked with their elders and with school support to produce a body of work in poetry, prose, song, dance or 
storytelling and some of these can be seen online. 

•  ILF launched Book Buzz in Yakanarra, a remote community near Fitzroy Crossing in Western Australia.  
Book Buzz is an early literacy strategy and program that  recognises the importance of access to early lit-
eracy resources for babies and preschoolers.

• ILF has launched the second set of Book Buzz packs which have gone to Warburton, Wilcannia and Man-
yallaluk.  In Warburton,  Book Buzz 2 were assessed for translation into local language, Ngaanyatjarraku, 
with the assistance of the Child Care Centre Manager, Anne Shinkfield and local community members.

• Funded and worked with core partnerships to deliver 
community literacy resources to remote communities 
in the Northern Territory and in Queensland.  These 
projects were in partnership with writers, publishers, 
libraries and schools and included:

•  the publication of two books in Queensland, What is 
a Disaster I Hear You Say? & Alphabet Antics; and the 
publication of Mangarrayi & Yangman Plants & Animals 
in the Northern Territory (published early 2012)

• Selected and send out Book Buzz 2 Literacy packs to 
three communities in WA, NT & NW NSW.

• Travelled to Yakanarra in Western Australia to deliver 
Book Buzz kits at the remote school and to provide 
resources and work for its library 
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T H E  I N D I G E N O U S  L I T E R A C Y  F O U N D A T I O N

TRAnSLATIonS oF BooKS InTo InDIgenoUS LAngUAgeS

In 2011 ILF adapted and translated three books into local  language including:  
•  My Mara Loves to Clap – Paakantji of Wilcannia, with Faith Baisden, Binabar Books.
•  Reading with Children, RIDIMBAT LANGA OLA BIGINNINI – Both Kriole and English translation was de-
veloped and written in consultation with elders at Manyallaluk & ILF staff for Manyallaluk community.
•  Grug – milidimba nunga read imbigunji, the popular children’s book by Terry Pyror was translated to the 
Karrawa language from the Borroloola region of the Northern Territory.  The project was made possible 
through Simon & Schuster publishers.

CoMMUnITY LITeRACY PRoJeCTS

As part of the Jarjums Yarning project, ILF funded and published two books written by children and commu-
nity members of the Quandamooka people of North Stradbroke Island. ILF worked in association with Jennie 
Schoof, the Aboriginal Community Resilience Project Co-ordinator, Volunteering Queensland (Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Natural Disaster Resilience Project) and multiple partners including Kids’ Own Publish-
ing.  The books, What is a Disaster I hear you say? and Alphabet Antics arose from an initiative that aimed 
to get the whole community engaged in literacy and to ensure the presence of Indigenous books at the 
school, playgroups, the local learning centre Yulu-Nurri-Ba and in children’s homes.

PUBLICATIon oF CHILDRen’S SToRIeS FRoM 
ReMoTe CoMMUnITIeS

ILF published and launched THE NAKED BOY & THE CROCODILE. 
This delightful and humorous collection of stories was written by chil-
dren from remote communities during workshops conducted by our 
ambassador Andy Griffiths.  The book was inspired by Andy Griffiths 
and was made possible through the support and assistance of Pan 
Macmillan Australia.

LITeRACY WoRKSHoPS & ADvoCACY
ILF took ambassadors out to four remote communities conducting literacy workshops with local children 
aged 5-17 years old. 
• ILF participated in GARMA in the Youth Festival organised by the Yothu Yindi Foundation, in the Northern 
Territory.  Singer Josh Pyke and Andy Griffiths, two of its ambassadors travelled out to Gove to conduct song 
and story writing workshops.
• ILF Ambassador Andy Griffiths and author Faith Baisden travelled to remote locations including Manyalla-
luk in NT, Wilcannia & Menindee in NSW conducting workshops.

Ridimbat Langa 
Ola Biginnini
Reading with Children
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ADvoCACY & FUnDRAISIng
As part of its advocacy and fundraising, the Foundation worked with multiple partners across Australia to hold 
Indigenous Literacy Day (ILD) on Wednesday 7 September.  ILD is an initiative made possible through the 
support of the Australian Book Industry and in particular the Australian Publishers Association and the Austral-
ian Booksellers Association.  This event has now become part of the national Australian calendar and was 
cited in NSW Parliament.  Events were held at Parliament House Canberra with the Governor General, at 
Brisbane Writers’ Festival, the Opera House in Sydney, and the State Library of SA.  In addition, thousands of 
school students of all ages, across Australia have worked to raise awareness and funds. 

Statement of Financial performance
for the year ended 31 December 2011

Prior to 2011, the Indigenous Literacy Project operated in partnership with The Fred Hollows Foundation.  During that pe-
riod, the project raised over $1.5 million which was received and administered by FHF through its literacy projects based 
in Darwin.  
In 2011 the project became an independent Foundation and commissioned Camphin Boston Chartered Accounts to pro-
vide an Independent Auditors Report.  Camphin Boston reported that the financial audit of the ILF fully complies with the 
Corporations Act 2001 and the results are published here in this report.

In its first year as a Foundation, the ILF worked with the sup-
port and with a grant from The Fred Hollows Foundation for 
which we would like to acknowledge and sincerely thank 
them. During 2011 we reached our fundraising budget, with 
74% of our income raised through our major fundraising initi-
ative on Indigenous Literacy Day in September and with ma-
jor donations from publishers, booksellers, schools/libraries/
academic institutions and individuals (see Figure 1).  

In 2011 the Foundation also achieved some significant pro-
gramming outcomes including: the delivery of over 20,000 
specifically chosen books; through strategic partnerships and 
engagement with community members to deliver local Indig-
enous publishing projects (including publishing in local lan-
guages); and in our field trips out to remote locations with our 
dedicated ambassadors.  Most importantly, our Foundation 
worked within best practice guidelines regarding our costs 
- spending 72% of our total funds on direct project activities, 
and only 28% on administration/operational and fundraising 
activities (see Figure 2).

As part of its strategic direction, the Foundation commis-
sioned an evaluation of its programmes to review the effec-
tiveness of how funds are spent and to help advise on future 
directions.  This evaluation was launched at the end of 2011 
by two Queensland based academics, Dr Debbie Gahan and 
Professor Beverley Broughton (QUT) and their report will be 
delivered in September 2012.  Initial feedback from one of 
the field visits to assess Book Buzz in Warburton, Western 
Australia, is given here by Dr Gahan.

2011 FInAnCIAL oveRvIeW

“Under the committed guidance of teacher Anne Shinkfield, Warburton’s 
youngest children along with their mothers, fathers, grandmothers and 
grandfathers clearly enjoy sharing, looking at and reading a range of high 
quality picture books provided through Book Buzz. Daily access to beautiful-
ly written text and illustrations in these books builds on infants’ and toddlers’ 
growing confidence with hearing and speaking their home language. Just 
as importantly, it builds parents’ confidence to read to their children through 
translation into language of classic children’s books such as Dear Zoo, The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar and Who Sank the Boat. The immediate benefits 
are there for all to see in the relaxed enjoyment of increasingly familiar 
words and pictures as favourite books are chosen and revisited during the 
daily book time. The potential of Book Buzz to help build literacy skills and 
dispositions vital for the future education of each of these young children is 
not lost on parents, grandparents, community elders or outside observers. 
The program in this remote supportive playgroup context offers a model for 
what ILF Book Buzz can be at its very best.”      

Dr Debbie gahan, evaluator

Figure 1. 2011 Sources of Income

 

Figure 2. How we spend our funds
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Financial Overview
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INDIGENOUS LITERACY FOUNDATION 

The Indigenous Literacy Foundation has been instrumental in providing practical support to children and families at Yakanar-
ra.  Representatives from the Foundation have spent time in the Community to assess the needs, and then worked tirelessly 
to address these needs. 

Children here have been exposed to the writing of Australian Authors, and have been involved in a workshop for emerging 
writers. These events were organised and co-ordinated through ILF and offered children an experience they would otherwise 
not have access to.

In a Community visit, ILF brought with them some indigenous recipe books which have become very popular through the 
community and are used on a daily basis for providing lunch for the children through a community homemaker.

It is perhaps the insight shown to the needs of the people living in such a remote community, coupled with the willingness to 
listen and a passion to help that are the strong characteristics of the group. These are the qualities that mean that the contri-
bution is not only appreciated but useful and significant. Our School Library is now a functioning and welcoming place thanks 
to the hard work and generosity of members of the ILF. 
          
ILF has realised that literacy is about more than providing books and that success will come when relationships are forged 
and support is given to the whole community and the families that are part of that community. 

We are proud to be associated with this group and are confident that the practical support that has been given will be en-
during. I personally am grateful for the friendship offered through this support, a friendship that recognises the challenges 
and the joys of working with indigenous children and fosters the growth of learning through genuine and effective support. 
Yakanarra Community School is indebted to this support.

Helen Unwin      Mary Vanbee
Principal      Chairperson
Yakanarra Community School   Yakanarra Community School

 

P.O. Box 388 
Fitzroy Crossing 
WA 6765  
Phone: 08 9191 7164 
Fax: 08 9191 7147 
Email:   yakanarraschool@activ8.net.au 
 

Yakanarra 
Community 

School 
 

Testimonials

At the Early Years Parenting Centre in Port Augusta, we 
support Aboriginal families with children aged 0 to 5 years. 
We have been involved with The Indigenous Literacy Pro-
ject since it’s inception and in 2009 commenced our “Leap-
ing Lizards Under 5 Lending Library”. It is a free service to 
Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal families and has become a 
satellite library service to our local Public Library. We would 
like to take this opportunity to thank The Fred Hollows Foun-
dation and the Indigenous Literacy Foundation so much for 
wonderful books we have been receiving would like you to 
know that over the past two years they have provided hours 
of reading pleasure for both the parents and children. Not 
only at home but here at the Centre as we also use them in 
our playgroups, in particular our very special Nunga Yakarti 
Aboriginal Family Playgroup. THANK YOU!       
Kim Wright, Health Department, Port Augusta SA Early 
Years Parenting Centre     

Our service has been very fortunate to have received a nu-
merous amount of books over the past two years from the 
Indigenous Literacy Project. I can’t write in words the extend 
of our gratitude for the high quality and quantity of books 
we now have in our literacy library representing not only the 
indigenous community but also the Australian community.
 
Due to the number of books we have received we have 
shared them with three other local preschools, a local pri-
mary school and the local Aboriginal Health service. Thank 
you for allowing us to be a recipient of the literacy resources 
and so many other services across the nation. I have only 
heard positive comments about the project from profession-
als, parents and children.

Lesley Harvey, Centre Director/Teacher, Broken Hill 
NSW, Silverlea Early Childhood Services 


